The Style Invitational Week 787 Tour de Fours V

Saturday, October 18, 2008; C02

Mittenmitten: The ultimate in hand protection.

Preminder: An announcement letting you know about an upcoming save-the-date invitation.

Venim: Snakeskin jeans.

Once again we steal from our unwitting predecessor, the late and lit'ry New York Magazine Competition, which regularly ran contests on this theme before its demise in 2000 after an amazing 973 installments. This week: Coin and define a humorous word that includes -- with no other letters between them, but in any order -- the letters M, I, N and E, as in the examples above. It has to be a new word, not a new definition for a well-known existing word. You may add a hyphen for clarity.

Winner gets the Inker, the official Style Invitational trophy. Second place receives an embarrassingly ridiculous Chinese hat with a long braid of yarn "hair" hanging from it. It was actually acquired outside the Temple of Heaven on a trip to Beijing by Howard Walderman of Columbia, perhaps the only regular Loser not to own a computer, and it's modeled here by totally computer-savvy Loser and Good Sport Mae Scanlan of Washington, who posed with it during a recent monthly Loser brunch.

Other runners-up win a coveted Style Invitational Loser T-shirt. Honorable Mentions get one of the lusted-after Style Invitational Magnets. First Offenders get a smelly tree-shaped air freshener (Fir Stink for their First Ink). One prize per entrant per week. Send your entries by e-mail to losers@washpost.com or by fax to 202-334-4312. Deadline is Monday, Oct. 27. Put "Week 787" in the subject line of your e-mail, or it risks being ignored as spam. Include your name, postal address and phone number with your entry. Contests are judged on the basis of humor and originality. All entries become the property of The Washington Post. Entries may be edited for taste or content. Results will be published Nov. 15. No purchase required for entry. Employees of The Washington Post, and their immediate relatives, are not eligible for prizes. Pseudonymous entries will be disqualified. The revised title for next week's results is by Tom Witte. This week's Honorable Mentions name is by Roy Ashley.

Report From Week 783, in which we asked you to choose an appropriate -- or comically inappropriate -- person, real or fictional, to endorse a particular product. Entries sent by too many people to credit individually include the Marquis de Sade, Torquemada, etc., for Hertz; Cheney hunting buddy Harry Whittington for Target; Monica Lewinsky for Hummer; and Bill Clinton for Merriam-Webster.

4. Lorena Bobbitt for Johnson Wax. (Larry Yungk, Arlington)

3. Vladimir and Estragon for Verizon Repair Service. (Barbara Turner, Takoma Park)

2. the winner of the books "Yiddish With Dick and Jane" and "Yiddish With George and Laura": Jane Fonda for 20th Century Fox. (Phyllis Reinhard, East Fallowfield, Pa.)

And the Winner of the Inker: 
Ralph Nader for Armour Chopped Liver: "Hey, where's MY press coverage?" (Marty McCullen, Gettysburg, Pa.)

Seen Only on 4 a.m. Infomercials: Honorable Mentions

The Three Magi for the Old Spice Gift Pack. (Mike Ostapiej, Tracy, Calif.)

Robert Franklin Stroud, the Birdman of Alcatraz, for Stayfree With Wings. (Stephen Dudzik, Olney)

Sen. Larry Craig for Tappan. (Chris Doyle, Ponder, Tex.)

Pee-wee Herman for Hot Pockets. (Peter Metrinko, Chantilly)

50 Cent for Lehman Brothers. (Mike Ostapiej)

Matt Drudge for Dirt Devil. (Chris Doyle; Stephen Dudzik)

Mike Krzyzewski for Hooked on Phonics. (N.G. Andrews, Portsmouth, Va.)

Joan of Arc for Sears. (Sue Lin Chong, Baltimore)

Karl Rove for Powerade. (Brad Alexander, Wanneroo, Australia)

David Duke for Kotex: "Wear white with confidence." (Jeff Brechlin, Eagan, Minn.)

Sen. Joseph McCarthy for Visine. (Beverley Sharp, Washington; Mike Ostapiej)

Henry Paulson for AIG: "I liked it so much, I bought the company. (With your money.)" (Chuck Koelbel, Houston)

Marty Feldman for Google. (Mike Ostapiej)

Howard Dean for NASA: In space no one can hear me scream. (Russell Beland, Springfield)

Yusuf Islam for Meow Mix. (Roy Ashley, Washington)

Bill Clinton for Depends. (Brad Alexander; Jeffrey Contompasis, Ashburn; Russ Taylor, Vienna)

280 million Americans for Lean Pockets. (Brendan Beary, Great Mills, Md.; Chuck Smith, Woodbridge)

Kermit the Frog for Emetrol: So you're not queasy being green. (Dave Prevar, Annapolis)

Steve Irwin for Ray-Ban. (Stephen Dudzik; Kevin Dopart, Washington)

Henry Paulson for NetZero. (Barry Koch, Catlett, Va.)

Jeffrey Dahmer for PETA: "Because we shouldn't eat helpless animals." (Jon Graft, Centreville)

Lou Dobbs for Borders: "Come celebrate our grand closing!" (Brendan Beary)

Larry Craig for Fruit by the Foot. (Brendan Beary)

Oedipus for Next Day Blinds. (Brendan Beary; Stephen Dudzik)

Al Gore for Green Giant. (Brendan Beary; Mike Ostapiej)

Johnnie Cochrane for Trojans: "If the glove don't fit, you can't emit." (Russ Taylor)

Barry Bonds, Jose Canseco and Jason Giambi for Pep Boys (Rick Haynes, Potomac; Stephen Litterst, Newark, Del.)

Gen. Antonio López de Santa Anna for Texas Toast. (Tom Witte, Montgomery Village)

Sen. Robert Byrd for Smithfield Foods: "Pork: Apparently, it's also the other white meat." (Barry Koch)

Hugh Grant for Celebrity Cruises. (Beth Morgan, San Francisco)

Boy George for Irish Spring Soap: "Manly, yes, but I like it, too." (Mike Ostapiej)

John Edwards for Pop Secret. (Chris Doyle)

. . . and for Cheetos. (Beth Baniszewski, Somerville, Mass.)

. . . and for Strayer University. (N.G. Andrews)

Chuck Norris for any damn thing he wants, and you'll buy it, too. (Russell Beland)

Next Week: Words to the Wiseacres, or The Pithy Party

